Sri Lanka excels at the 11th International Mathematics Competition!

The 11th International Mathematics Competition was held in Incheon, Korea during July 25 – 29, 2010 with the participation of 636 contestants from 26 countries – Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Cyprus, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Korea,  Macau, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, Nepal, Nigeria, Philippines, Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Taiwan , Thailand, UAE, and Zimbabwe participated in the competition. This competition, held annually in a different country, has two age groups, under 13 years and under 16 years. In the age group of under 16 years there were 356 contestants who competed in 89 teams, a team has 4 members. Two teams from Sri Lanka (8 contestants) participated in the age group of under 16 years. In each age group there are two competitions, Individual Contest and Team Contest. In the Individual Contest there are 12 short answer questions and 3 questions of computational nature with a time limit of 120 minutes.  In the Team Contest there are 10 problems. Each team gets 10 minutes to discuss the first 8 problems and 35 minutes to write solutions to them without any further discussion. In the discussion students are not allowed to write any thing. Each student in the team should solve at least one problem. Remaining two problems should be solved by the team together in 15 minutes. So Team Contest has a time limit of 60 minutes. Problems in both contests come from elementary Number Theory, Geometry, Algebra, and Combinatorics. 
The following two teams from Sri Lanka participated in the competition under the leadership of Chanakya J. Wijeratne (Leader) and A. Buddhima K. Fernando (Deputy Leader). Contestants were selected through Sri Lankan Mathematics Competition 2010 and IMC Team Selection Competition 2010, organized and conducted by the Sri Lanka Olympiad Mathematics Foundation – Sri Lankan Mathematics Competition 2010 was held on April 24, 2010 at 12 exam centers including Jaffna, Batticaloa and Trincomale for 3265 registered applicants. 

	Team
	Name
	School
	Date of Birth

	Team A
	B. M. Rankothge
	Dharmaraja College, Kandy
	26/08/1995

	
	W. M. D. Kanchana N. Ranasinghe
	Royal College, Colombo
	26/07/1995

	
	K.W. S. M. Wijayawardhana
	St. Thomas’ Girls’ High School, Matara
	02/10/1994

	
	P. M. N. Wijewardena
	Maliyadeva College, Kurunagela
	15/08/1996

	Team B
	H. A. Kothalawala
	Visakha Vidhyalaya, Colombo
	12/10/1994

	
	C. N. Jayakody
	Dharmaraja College, Kandy
	20/10/1994

	
	T. M. Sathira Sankaja Tennakoon
	Mahinda College, Galle
	05/12/1994

	
	A. Janathan 
	St. John’s College, Jaffna
	02/01/1995



Contestants were trained daily from 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. on Monday to Saturday during June 21st to July 16th at the department. The training was conducted through volunteer work. A. Buddhima K. Fernando and Supun T. Samarakoon were the main trainers. 
In the Individual Contest two thirds of contestants can win Gold Medal, Silver Medal, Bronze Medal, Merit Certificate approximately in the ratio of 1 : 2 : 3 : 4. There were 22 Gold Medals, 45 Silver Medals, 65 Bronze Medals, and 99 Merit Certificates awarded in the Individual Contest. Kanchana Ranasinghe won a Bronze Medal and K.W. Sameera M. Wijayawardhana, P. Mevan N. Wijewardena, Chamath N. Jayakody, and T. M. Sathira Sankaja Tennakoon won Merit Certificates. Kanchana has shown a remarkable mathematical talent and it will be a tragedy if it is not nurtured and developed to the full potential.

In the Individual Contest 89 teams competed in 6 groups and our Team A came second runners up in their group (Green) beating South Africa A, Korea E, Bangladesh C, India D, Nigeria A, Australia B, Iran F, and Nepal B. In the Team Contest too our Team A came second runners up in their group (Green) beating the same teams. So each member of Team A won two Bronze Medals. And altogether our contestants have won 9 Bronze medals! 

Though Sri Lanka participated for the first time in this competition our contestants came up with an excellent performance due to the excellent training. This performance is quite remarkable and augurs well for the future. None of the contestants has done GCE OL exam yet. And they are all excited about mathematics and appreciate the beauty in mathematics. If they have the support, encouragement and appreciation from their families and society, they can even win Gold at the International Mathematical Olympiad, the ultimate international recognition in mathematics for secondary school students. Sri Lanka Olympiad Mathematics Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to popularizing mathematics and uplifting mathematics standards in Sri Lanka, will motivate, guide and train them to reach that goal. It is heartening to see that the foundation has been able to play the role of catalyst for good mathematics among secondary school students in this country.

This competition is much more than mathematics. It also provides opportunity for mathematically talented students to bring out their culture and talents in performing arts, and experience and appreciate diverse cultures of other contestants. At the Cultural Night each team has to present an item in performing arts depicting their culture. This night was very colorful and entertaining. Our contestants performed Pandit Amaradeva’s Sasara Vasana Thuru song.  Janathan gave an excellent introduction in English and invited others to sing. Sameera and Hiruni were beautifully dressed in Osari with lotus buds in their hands and boys were dressed in national costume. With Sathira on the violin their rendition of Maestro Amaradeva’s ever green was warm and soothing. Sameera and Hiruni in pink Osari were quite a hit at the cultural night and every body wanted to take pictures with them!

Also, contestants had opportunity experience Korean culture including Korean food. Our students very much liked Kim Chi, hot fermented vegetables, a Korean version of our own Achcharu. All of us stayed at Inha University dormitories. Cultural Night and Awards Ceremony were held at Inchon University. The competition was held on July 27th at Inha University. On the day before the competition everyone went on sightseeing at Gyeongbok Palace and N Seoul Tower and had a lot of fun.
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